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but it would be difficult to conceive of the existence in Canada today 
of conditions which would give rise to an annexation movement of such 
proportions as that which is described in the volume under review. 
Nothing could be more unfounded than the assumption often made in 
the United States, without knowledge of the facts, that there exists in 
Canada a widespread annexationist sentiment. 

J. B. M. 

Essai sur les Mejoras, ou avantages legitimaires dans le droit 
espagnol, ancien et moderne. By Georges de Lacoste. Paris, 
Arthur Rousseau, 191 1. — xi, 505 pp. 

Under the above title, utterly meaningless to the average American 
or English lawyer and impossible of translation, appears an admirably 
complete and scientific study of one of the most curious and interesting 
doctrines of the Spanish law. 

In civil-law countries the law provides for what is known as a 
"reserve," being a designated proportion of every man's property 
over which, if he has descendants, he has no right of testamentary 
disposition. The Civil Code of France, for example, provides that 
gifts inter vivos or by will shall not exceed one-half of the testator's 
property, if he leaves at the time of his death one legitimate child ; 
nor one-third, if he is survived by two children; nor one-quarter, if 
he leaves surviving three or more children. With this brief explana- 
tion we can understand M. de Lacoste 's definition of the mejora, 
which is the subject of his work. As it exists in the Spanish Code 
to-day, it is, he says, " the portion of the reserve which the father of 
a family may, according to his desire, devise or bequeath in whole or 
in part to one or more of his children or descendants." The propor- 
tion of the reserve, and consequently the size of the mejora also, has 
changed in the course of its development ; under the Civil Code of 
Spain it is one-third of the two-thirds which constitute the " reserve." 

The advantage of this doctrine, in countries where the system of 
forced succession is in vogue and complete freedom of testamentary 
disposition is unknown, must be obvious. As our author puts it : 

It allows the father of a family, without the risk of cutting off his natural 
heirs, to reward substantially the affection, devotion or good conduct of a 
particular child. It will permit him to attenuate to a certain extent the 
injustice of fortune, by readjusting in a measure the inequalities existing 
between his descendants. It will redound to the advantage of a child 
burdened with a large family or overcome by poverty where the other 
children are in more fortunate circumstances. It will come to the aid of 
the infirm or defective child, unable to take up the battle of life. . . . 
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M. de Lacoste goes on to show that the mejora is a compromise be- 
tween the entire freedom of testamentary disposition existing in Eng- 
land and in the United States and the absolute restrictions imposed by 
the reserve system in most civil-law countries. 

The work is divided into three parts. The first traces the history of 
the mejora, from its origin in the customs of the Visigoths, as set forth 
in the early days of their King Chindaswind, through the middle ages 
and to the present day, with a wealth of erudition, a precision of 
method and a lucidity of statement which leave nothing to be desired. 
The second part is devoted to a study of the theory of the mejora ; 
while the third part embodies the results of a comparative study , in 
which the fullest examination is made of cognate legislation in some of 
the republics of Latin America. 

M. de Lacoste is one of the " pensionnaires " of the Fondation 
Thiers, who are selected by a committee of distinguished publicists 
from among the most erudite and brilliant younger men of France. The 
work under review is a valuable contribution to the history of the civil 
law. 

Paul Fuller, jr. 
New York City. 

Totemism and Exogamy. By J. G. Frazer. London and 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 19 10. — Four volumes: xvi, 
579; vii, 640; vii, 583; 397 pp. 

This huge work aims at, and all but achieves, completeness in a field 
where the vast accumulation of material renders orientation almost im- 
possible for any but the extreme specialist. The bulk of the work, and 
by all means the most important part, is a complete survey, arranged 
geographically, of the evidence for totemism, with its attendant prob- 
lem of exogamy. This takes up 1 700 pages of description and citation, 
accompanied in every case with a bibliographical footnote , often critical, 
always detailed and exact. Preceding this is a reprint of Mr. Frazer's 
earlier works on totemism : his book of 1887, elaborated from his article 
in the ninth edition of the Encyclopmdia Britannica (which now, alas ! 
has gone over to Lang), and his studies of 1899 and 1905, first pub- 
lished in the Fortnightly. The fourth volume contains a ' ' Summary 
and Conclusion," some 200 pages of notes and corrections and eight 
essential maps to illustrate the text. 

The plan is unfortunate. The earlier study is hopelessly out of date, 
and the ninety pages of notes by which Dr. Frazer seeks to modernize 
it are separated from it by some 1900 pages. The articles from the 



